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Bellingham installs its first Portland Loo near the Acid Ball and Granary Building as part of a broader 
plan to improve downtown restroom accessibility. Learn how this initiative addresses public needs, 
stimulates economic activity, and sets a precedent for urban infrastructure improvements. 

 

Bellingham has embarked on a significant initiative to improve public restroom availability 
downtown with the installation of its first Portland Loo near the Acid Ball and Granary Building. 
Directed by Nicole Oliver of the Parks and Recreation Department, this move is part of a broader 
plan to install three such restrooms in the area, responding to community and business calls for 
more accessible facilities. The newly installed, gender-neutral, and wheelchair-accessible 
restroom, designed to resist vandalism, is set to open in March and will be accessible during 
regular park hours. 

 

Addressing Public Needs with Innovative Design 

The decision to install the Portland Loo, a concept that gained fame on the TV show "Portlandia" for 
its durable and graffiti-proof design, comes as a solution to the long-standing issue of insufficient 
public restrooms downtown. Costing between $185,000 and $200,000 each plus installation fees, 
these restrooms are built to withstand urban challenges. The first restroom's strategic location near 
popular downtown attractions is expected to serve both tourists and locals, enhancing the overall 
downtown experience. 

 

Community and Economic Implications 

This initiative is not just about adding convenience but also about stimulating economic activity by 
making downtown Bellingham more welcoming to visitors. The lack of public restrooms has been 
cited as a deterrent for tourists, potentially impacting local businesses. By addressing this need, 
Bellingham aims to boost its appeal as a destination, encouraging longer stays and increased 
spending in the area. The positive reception from local businesses and the community underscores 
the broader implications of such urban infrastructure improvements. 

 

 



Looking Ahead: Expansion and Accessibility 

With the first Portland Loo now in place and two more scheduled for installation later in the year, 
Bellingham is on track to significantly enhance public restroom accessibility downtown. This 
initiative reflects a growing recognition of the importance of such facilities in urban settings, both 
for everyday inclusivity and in supporting local economies. As Bellingham awaits the opening of its 
first Portland Loo in March, the project serves as a model for other cities grappling with similar 
challenges, highlighting the role of thoughtful infrastructure in creating more livable, accessible 
urban environments. 

 

The introduction of the Portland Loo in Bellingham marks a proactive step towards addressing a 
critical urban need. By prioritizing accessibility and durability, the city sets a precedent in public 
restroom design that could inspire similar initiatives elsewhere. As residents and visitors alike look 
forward to the convenience and safety these new facilities promise, Bellingham's commitment to 
enhancing downtown livability and inclusivity is clear. The success of this initiative may well pave 
the way for further infrastructure improvements, contributing to a vibrant, welcoming urban core. 


